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PSALM Lxxi. 4. 


He ſhall ſave the Children of the Needy. 


s HE compoſition of this Pſalm is aſ- 
cribed in the laſt verſe to David, and - 
appears, from the title, or inſcription, to have 
been written with a reference to his ſon 
Solomon, who was to ſucceed him on the 
throne of Iſrael. Probably, it was penned a 
little time before David's deceaſe, when Za- 
dok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, pub- 
lickly anointed Solomon, and inveſted him 
with the regal office. a} 

| A 2 But 


(#8) 1 Kings, i. 38, &c, 


1 
But the ſacred author ſeems to paſs from 
hence, to a ſubject much more ſublime and 
important; from the temporal reign of Solo- 
mon, to the ſpiritual and everlaſting reign of 
the Meſſiah. David hunſelf. was a type of 
Chriſt. 76 To him was the promiſe made, 
* that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the fleſh, God would raiſe up Chriſt to fit on 
his throne.” c, And we know, on the ex- 
preſs authority of the New Teſtament, that MW , 
in various places this holy man propheſied I 
concerning Jeſus, as the future King and MI ; 
Redeemex-of Iſrael. ** All things (ſaid our 
Saviour) mulſt be fulfilled, which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms, concerning me.” d That MI « 
ſome parts of the Pſalm now before us were MW '* 
dictated with an ultimate view to the Meſſiah, o. 
was the avowed opinion of the ancient Jewiſh W # 
expoſitors. The Rabbins freely acknowled- I ... 
ged, that many ſentiments delivered in this = 
| Palm, can be applied to Solomon, only by W ... 
_ of hyperbole, or ſtrong figure, but to the I . 
expected 


(4) Jeremiah xxx. 9. Ezck. xxxvii. 24, 25. Hoſea iii. 53. 
(c) Adds ii. 30. (4) Luke xxiv. 44+ 
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expected Chriſt, without any hyperbole. ei 
This, I perſuade myſelf, will be your opinion, 
if you carefully conſider thoſe verſes, which 
deſcribe the extent, the duration, the nature 
and effect of the government here predicted. 
The extent is univerſal ; the duration perpe- 


tual ; the nature and effect ſuch as ſhall inte- 


reſt, purify, and delight every human being. 
You may particularly examine verſe 5th; 
They ſhall fear thee ſo long as the ſun and 
moon endure, throughout all generations.” 
Likewiſe the 7th and 8th ; © In his days ſhall 
the righteous flouriſh, and abundance of peace 

A 3 8 


(e) See Grotius, Poole's Synopſis, Biſhop Patrick, &c.— This 
not the place to diſcuſs the long agitated queſtion concerning what is 
called the double ſenſe of prophecy. I ſha'l only ſay, that I am no ad- 
vocate for it, either in the ſenſe in which it is often explained, or in the 
degree to which it has been carried. In arguing with Deilts and un- 
believers, I would never lay any ſtreſs upon paſſages of an ambi. 
guous Kind : but when once we are convinced by clear ang indubitable 
texts, that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, foretold by the ancient prophets, we 
need not hefitate to allow, that in a variety of paſſages, the ſacred 
writers have interwoven predictions of Chriſt with ſubjects of a tempo- 
ral nature, If I may uſe the expreſſion, they fide into ſuch prophecies, 
without giving notice of the tranſition. Let one example ſuffice 3 
what David ſeems to aſſert reſpecting himielf (Plalm xvi. 8— f) is 
poſitively applied to Chriſt, and to him only, both by the Apoſtle Peter 
(Ads ii, 25—32) and by St. Paul, when Preaching at Autioch, Afts 


ziu. 35—37. 


(6 } 
fo long as the moon endureth. He ſhall have 
dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from the 
river to the ends of the earth.” Once more, 
you have in the 17th verſe an expreſſion, fo 
ſimilar to the promiſe made to Abraham, re- 
ſpecting the birth. of the Meſſiah in the line 
of his deſcendants, that the reſemblance muſt 
ſtrike every one who gives himſelf leiſure to 
teflect; Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, all 
nations ſhall call him bleſſed.“ | 


Now, the point which I have endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh, or the reference of this Pſalm, 
partly to Solomon as a ſecular Prince, and 
partly to Chriſt as a ſpiritual one, is the hap- 
pieſt union that could be deſired, when we 
have in view the recommending the care of 
neceſſitous children. If to each the ſenti- 
ment be applicable, he ſhall judge the poor 


of the people, he ſhall ſave the children of 
the needy, and ſhall break in pieces the op- 
preſſor. —If, to provide inſtruction and com- 
fort for the offspring of indigent parents, be 
an act becoming the character of a king, and 


not below the office and dignity of the Saviour, 
it 


Lic 
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fired wich 2 conſtant | zeal to imitate ſuch 
illuſtrious patterns. Let me hope, that every 
one preſent is ambitious to acquire ſo ſunple, 
and yet ſo great a character, n 
tbe children of the needy, _ 


The terms here uſed, require but little 
explication : the original word, which we 
have rendered-/ave, ſignifies to compaſſionate, 
deliver, and aſſiſt; to reſcue perſons from 
thoſe evils to which they are expoſed, and to 
make them as happy, reſpectable and uſeful, 
as their ſituation in life admits. Therefore, 
your BENEVOLENCE is the beſt expoſition on 
the text : it needs no commentary. from the 
preacher. / 


Indeed, Grs, had I no higher ambition, than 
the defire of ſaying ſomething new, I ſhould 
not have appeared in this houſe this evening. 
In the whole ſphere of knowledge, there is 
not perhaps a ſubject ſo often treated, and ſo 
univerſally underſtood, as that of commilera- 
tion and charity, If I thought you came 

A 4 hither 
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hither with the ſpirit of the ancient Athe- 
nians, to learn what had not been told you, % 
I ſhould be unhappy : but truſting you are 
afſembled on better principles, there are two 
circumſtances which afford me ſolid relief in 
the delivery of this plain diſcourſe. One is, 
that the Apoſtles themſelves have repreſented 
it as a miniſter's duty, to remind, rather than 
mform. According to their own example, as 
well as doctrine, it is a good thing © to ſtir 
up pure minds by way of remembrance; and 
therefore to repeat the ſame thing, to us is 
not grievous, and for you is ſafe.” -In 
the next place, the very circumſtance which 
deprives our diſcourſes, on theſe occafions, of 
the leaſt appearance of novelty, is in a moral 
and religious view ſo eſſentially deſirable, that 
inſtead of requiring an apology, jt deſerves 
every day to be matter of thankſgiving to 
God. I will explain myſelf. It is in every 
one's mouth, that charity is a hackneyed ſub- 
Jet ; but is there one in this afſembly, who 
could wiſh it were not hackneyed ? Would 


you 
* Afs xvii, 31 (g Peter iu. 1. Phil, tit, 3. 
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(#) 
you i firip both preſent and paſt ages. of their 
greateſt glory ? Would you annihilate the 
chief honour of your country ? What but the 
reiterated. conſideration of charitable motives 
has given riſe to thoſe extenſive and nume- 
rous edifices, where the lame are reſtored to 
ſoundneſs—where ſickneſs finds a coach, and 
miſery an alleviation—where the blind are 
ſhelter'd from: danger, ſcorn and want—where 
hungry children are fed, and their minds 
cloathed with knowledge, as well as their 
bodies with raiment—where old age forgets 
its infirmities, and can ſmile beneath the 
burden of time—or where humble penitence 


ſheds her tears in ſecret, and learns at once 


both to reform and to hope ? Let me freely tell 
you, there could not be a greater curſe upon 
Britain, than to have pleas for charity 2 
novelty in her empire. 


But it is time to offer a few conſiderations, 
to recommend to your countenance and ſup- 
port, an inſtitution like that before you : and 
the FIRST argument ſhall be derived from 
the circumſtances of the children themſelves. 

They 


6100 


They are © the children of the needy: that 


is the title which they bear in the text. 
Every child is in many reſpects an object of 
compatiion ; born into a world 
with vanity and fin; launched on a wide 
ſea of error and temptation ; liable to a thou - 
ſand dithculties, and to a thouſand afflictions. 
However, the children of thoſe in competent 
circumſtances, to ſay nothing of the affluent, 
are furniſhed with various helps to leſſen, if 
not to remedy, theſe evils. They are ſcreen- 
ed from the pinching hand of penury ; with 
attendants and tutors they are early ſupplied ; 
they have friends to guide and cheer them; 
every benefit of inſtruction is to them always 
acceſſible. —— But the children of the needy, 
without your charitable aid, have none of 
theſe helps. The inheritance to which they 
are born, 1s poverty ; this, with few excep- 
tions, is entailed from father to ſon. In con- 
ſequence, three evils peculiarly attend their 
condition, and ſhould powerfully excite our 
ſympathy ; want—ignorance—and expoſure 
to vice. : 


The 
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The firſt of theſe is ſelf-evident. When 
parents can ſcarcely provide for themſelves, 
how is it poffible that they ſhould lay up fot 
an increating family? Of parents addicted to 
indolence or vice, I ſay nothing: but ſup- 
poſe, that both father and mother are ſober, 
diligent, and ceconomical ; ſuppoſe, that they 
conſtantly meet with employment in the par- 
ticular occupation they purſue (and this, by 
the way, is in ten thouſand caſes a ſuppoſi- 
tion not ſupported by fa&:) grant, that while 
they have health and ſtrength, they are able 
to acquire a ſufficiency for cloathing and 
feeding their numerous offspring but let 
a few weeks of ſickneſs overtake any mem- 
ber of the family, eſpecially the heads of it, 
and then what becomes of the little all for 
which they have laboured hard both by day 
and night? Who therefore does not ſee, that 
the poor, even when virtuous and prudent, are 
expoſed to the iron graſp of want? 


The ſecond affliction incident to poverty 


is ignorance. Such parents have neither time, 


nor learning, nor a fund ſufficient, to beſtow 
5 | education 


(m7) 
education on their children. They may poſ- 
ſeſs, naturally, as good faculties of under- 
ſtanding, recollection and judgment, as any 
perſons who are placed in the higher ranks of 
ſociety ; for original talents can never depend 
on the external circumſtances of condition: 
but the urgent calls of daily employment have 
afforded them, through the whole of life, 
very little leiſure for improving theſe native 
faculties, or for obtaining the treaſures of 
knowledge, human or divine. And even if 


| they were qualified to teach, the fame preſ- 


ſure of buſineſs would prevent their having 
opportunity to communicate much inſtruc- 
tion to their children. At home, then, there 
is little proſpect of their educating their youth; 
and abroad they cannot ſend them, where the 
cultivation of learning muſt be followed with 
expence. Thus is ignorance the attendant 
on poverty. „ 


And the conſequence of ignorance is expo- 
ſure to vice. I do not ſay, that the ignorant 
are neceſſarily vicious, or that an improved 
underſtanding is always accompanied with 

| purity 
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purity of heart, or rectitude of life. But the 
proper fruit of knowledge is an enlarged ac- 
quaintance with the motives which lead to 
right conduct. In proportion as we under- 
ſtand the nature of the divine perfections, the 
evidences, doctrines and precepts of the goſ- 
pel, we muſt be furniſhed with the nobleſt 
helps for diſcharging our duty to God and 
man, and for acquiring moral government 
over ous paſſions and appetites. Therefore 
ignorance ſhuts out a variety of important 
auxiliaries to virtue, and muſt leave us doubly 
expoſed to the ſubtle and powerful temptati- 
ons of an enſnaring world. Behold the hazar- 
dous ſituation to which poverty is obnoxious ! 


I muſt preſume, then, you really with 
to deliver the poor from the evils I have 
mentioned; you are deſirous of ſerving 
them | eſſentially ; but remember, you can 
never ſerve them ſo much, as during the 
tender years of their deſcendants. If they 


are good parents, they will think ſo ; if grate- 
ful, they will acknowledge it. CuII DHOOD 
is the proper ſeaſon for giving inſtruction 
and aſſiſtance. The wiſe man ſaith, Train 

3 up 
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be a i At 
hen he is old he will not depart from it. {þ} 
And the prophet Iſaiah has inculcated the 
neceſſity of early tuition in language remark- 
ably ſtriking ; ** Whom ſhall he teach khow- 
ledge? and whom ſhall he make to under. 
ſtand doctrine? them that are weaned from 
the milk, and drawn from the breaſts. For 
precept muſt be upon precept, precept upon 
precept ; line upon line, line upon line ; here 
a little, and there a little.” /i The early 
part of life is in every ſenſe the fitteſt for 
communicating knowledge, for checking the 
paſſions, and for ingrafting religious princi- 
ples. At that period there is mpſt leifure— 
the faculties are quickeſt—memory is moſt 
acute and ſtrong=the feelings are peculiar- 
ly ſuſceptible and tender—bad habits are not 
yet formed, and vicious communications have 
not as yet corrupted good manners. And let 
me alſo remind you, childhood is the age pe- 
culiarly marked by the prevalence of curigſty. 
Every thing is new to children, therefore 


( ther, X3li. 6. (i) Ifaiah xxviii. 9, 10. 
every 
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every thing excites ſurpriſe. They ſhew an 
extraordinary promptitude to inquire, and are 
never weary of aſking queſtions. My friends, 
lay hold of this principle; indulge this curio- 
ſity ; but indulge it wiſely ; lead them to the 
knowledge of the ſcriptures, the knowledge 
of their duty, the knowledge of their ſalva- 
tion, I obſerve Nel 


SECONDLY. To ſupport an inftitution of 
this kind, is to confer benefit on the publick. - 


A truly patriotic ſpirit will ever be ſeeking 
the good of the community, and muſt be 
anxious to deviſe methods, by which its vir- 
tue may be ſecured, and its happineſs aug- 
mented. It ſhould be the motto of every 
citizen and member of a ſtate, none of us 
liveth to himſelf.” {+) While we enjoy the 
bleſſings of government, the protection of 
law, and the manufactures of induſtry and 
irt, what is more juſt and reaſonable, than to 
conſult the natural and moral advantage of 

the 
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the empire? We cannot all be ſtateſmen, or 
legiſlators ; we cannot all give council in the 
ſenate, or diſplay execution in the field; but 
we may ſtill contribute a very important ſhare 
towards the ſtrength and proſperity of the 
kingdom. The community has not a better 
patriot, than the man who looks diligently 
to the education of children, and who either 
by perſonal care, or by imparting of his ſub- 


ſtance, endeavours to have them trained in 


the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Let me aſk, from whence are we to be 
ſupplied with good ſervants? with perſons 
qualified to carry on the ſeveral trades and 
occupations of human life perſons, who 
ſhall have knowledge to conduct buſineſs, and 
in whoſe fidelity we can place a perfect con- 
fidence ? Without the co-operation of thoſe 
in lower circumſtances, every labour and pro- 


ject, every trade and manufacture muſt ſtand 
ſtill. Or what is worſe, if ſuch perſons be 
devoid of integrity and uprightneſs, theſe im- 
portant concerns of civil ſociety muſt be de- 


frauded and ruined, You cannot partake of 
an 


y 


— 
' » 


& 8 


SS 


=  ' * Y Y WW > 0 r 


8 8. 7 7 RT 7 . 8 . 8 & 


(17) 

an ordinary meal, nor fit down in a common 
dwelling, without being encompaſſed with 
objects, which forcibly prove our dependance 
on ſociety. If therefore we are benefitted by 
the public, let us live to the public. If we 
receive much, how great would be the ſhame 
of returning nothing ? 


It has been obſerved in agriculture, that 
the better any ſoil is by nature, the worſe it 
becomes by the huſbandman's neglect. And 
thus in ſociety, the more there is of acute- 
neſs and ſagacity (which are as common to 
the poor as the rich) there is the greater 
need of having them well directed, or they 
will be proportionably the greater peſts of 
mankind. Of this truth both the antient 
Spartans and Perſians were ſo ſenſible, that 
they would not intruſt the education of youth 
with their parents, but obliged them to ſend 
their children to the publick ſchools, whete 
inſtructors were appointed by the magiſtrates. 
I do not fay, that ſuch a practice was either 
conſonant to the feelings of nature, or agree 
able to the intention of Providence: but it 

B ſhews, 
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| ſhews, how deeply even heathens were con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of good inſtruction, 
and found diſcipline ; and that they believed 
the proſperity, or decline of ſtates, to depend 
principally on the education of children, 


THiRDLY. By ſhewing kindneſs to the 
children of the needy, we may do an in- 
portant ſervice to ourſelves, and to them of our 
own houſhold. 


The performance of this duty is one of the 
appointed means of drawing down upon us 
the divine favour. How many and rich are 
the pRoMIsEs of God, to thoſe that compal- 
fionate and relieve the miſeries of the poor ? 
the time would fail me, to enumerate all the 
declarations in Scripture, which breathe de- 
lightful encouragement, and pronounce a gra- 
cious reward, upon ſuch a temper and prac- 
tice. ** Thou ſhalt ſurely give to thy poor 
brother, and thine heart ſhall not be grieved 
when thou giveſt unto him ; becauſe that for 
this thing, the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 


8 and in all thou putteſt thine 
hand 
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hand unto. // Bleſſed is he that conſider- 
eth the poor ; the Lord will deliver him in 
time of trouble. The Lord will ſtrengthen 
him upon the bed of languiſhing : thou wilt 
make all his bed in his ſickneſs. n There 
is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth ; and 
there is that with-holdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal foul 
ſhall be made fat ; and he that watereth ſhall 
be watered alſo himſelf. /z) He that hath 
pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord ; 
and that which he hath given will he pay him 
again. /o) Caſt thy bread upon the waters: 
for thou ſhalt find it after many days. Give 
a portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight; for 
thou knoweſt not what evil ſhall: be upon 
the earth. {p) The liberal deviſeth liberal 
things, and by liberal things he ſhall ſtand. // 
When thou ſeeſt the naked, cover him ; and 
hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh. If 
thou draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and 
latisfy the afflicted ſoul ; then ſhall thy light 
riſe in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as 

B 2 the 


(1) Deut. xv. 10. (n) Pfalm xli. 1-3. (=) Prov. xi. 24, 25. 
(0) Prov. xix. 17. (% Eccleſ. xi. 1, 2. (9g) Ifaiah xxxii. 8. 
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the noon-day. /r} God loveth a cheerful 
giver. / To do good, and to communi- 
cate, forget not; for with ſuch ſacrifices God 
is well pleaſed. /?}) Whoſoever ſhall give to 
drink, unto one of theſe little ones, a cup of 
cold water only, in the name of a diſciple; 
verily, I ſay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe 
loſe his reward.” / Thus, the conſci- 
entious diſcharge of the ſocial duties, proves 
in the end moſt beneficial and friendly to our 
perſonal happineſs. And in this ſenſe, at 
leaſt, the admired ſentiment of the poet is 
juſt— He bade ſelf-love and ſocial be 


fame.” , i 


But this part of our ſubje& may be placed 
in a very different light. Benevolent contri- ¶ ca 
butions to neceſſitous children, may yield per- 2 
ſonal and everlaſting benefit to parents and I ſol 
maſters of families, by awaxEninG Har 
THEIR HEARTS a greater ſolicitude to do cor 
juſtice to their own children, ſervants and oſt 
domeſtics. Perhaps this argument is not at- ¶ its 

tended I this 


ce Ifaiah Ivii. 5-10. Cor. ix. 7. (. Heb, xiii. 16 
Wo | . (*) Mat. x. 42. | | 


(„ 
ful © tended to ſo much as it deſerves. It is not 
i- of a nature to ſtrike by its brilliancy : but ye 
od I hall be judges, whether it be defective in 
to weight. I lay this down as a general maxim, 
of chat whatever will aſſiſt and excite us to the 
le ; W performance of duty, is itſelf commendable, 
is itſelf a duty : and he is neither a wiſe nor 
a good man, who is not diſpoſed to embrace 
every reaſonable auxiliary. Let the parent, 
therefore, contribute in publick to the chil- 
dren of the poor, and when he returns home, 
he is furniſhed with additional motives to take 
care of his own children. Seeing the wants 
of other young. perſons, he naturally thinks of 
his own little family. The/e alſo require food 


xced and raiment : Zhe/e alſo are ignorant, for they 
tri- ¶ came into the world without one idea: Zheſe 
per- 4% are haſtening to their latter end, and to a 


ſolemn reckoning. And what! ſhall I take 
cre of another man's offspring, and have no 
» do concern about my own ? ſhall I make an 
and oſtentation of charity, and yet be devoid of 
t at- Wits ſubſtance ? ſhall I give countenance to 
aded I this or that publick inſtitution, and not be 
 duſtrious, attentive, circumſpect and pious 
FL B 3 at 


„„ 
at bome, where my exertion is ſtill more 
wanted, and my example may be ſtill more 
efficacious ?—thus may every parent both rea- 
ſon and act. I wiſh all your children may be 


for ever benefited, by the acts of kindneſs done 
this day to the children of the needy. v 


FovRTHLY. By granting this ſeaſonable 
help to the poor, we ſhall in our meaſure 
co-operate with Gor himſelf, and become inſtru- 
mental in fulfilling the great ſchemes of his Pro- 
vidence. A ſolemn reflection] a conſidera- 
tion at once ſublime and animating! The 
Divine Being ordained the preſent diverſity 
of human conditions. The rich and poor 
meet together, the Lord is the maker of them 
all.” /x) It was his own decree, concerning 
even the land of promiſe, which ſhould flow 
with milk and honey, the poor ſhall never 

gee ceaſe 
Ce) one of the antients, a rich man, but both ignorant and mer- 
cqnary, applied to Ariſtippus, a Philoſopher, to educate his ſon; being 
informed of the terms on which he taught, he thought them extrava- 
gant, and ſaid, he could buy a ſlave tor leſs money.” Then buy ont 
(faid the Philoſopher) and you auill poſſeſi Two. Admirable lefſon to 
parents, who deem fordid pelf more valuable than their children 
inftruRtion! | 


(x) Prov. xxii. 2, 
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ceaſe out of the land.” // And as this ſub- 
ordination of ranks is neither capricious nor 
accidental, but originally intended by God, ſo 
it is worthy of God ; worthy of his wiſdom 
and benevolence. It lays a foundation for 
calling forth and exercifing many virtues, 
which otherwiſe would be very feeble, or per- 
petually dormant. It is beſt ſuited to a ſtate 
of trial, and greatly enlarges the field of hu- 
man duties. It connects man with man, ex- 
citing mutual dependance, compaſſion, obli- 
gation, and gratitude. That, in ſome re- 
ſpects, we are all of us equal, none but a 
political or religious bigot would deny: for 
we have equal right to liberty and protection, 
and are equally deſigned for a better world, 
if we faithfully improve our talents. But the 
levelling ſcheme, which would reduce to one 
ſtandard all the preſent poſſeſſions and exter- 
nal circumſtances of men, is. as remote from 
common ſenſe, as it is from the Scripture. It 
would make civil ſociety as disjointed as a 
rope of ſand. Every argument which analogy 
can furniſh, utterly oppoſes it. Could you 

B 4 raiſe 

(3) Deut. xv. 11, 


: ©. = 
ralſe a building, that ſhould be compact, 


ſtrong and convenient, if all the materials 


were of one ſize and quality ?—you could not, 
In every large edifice, there is a great diver. 
ſity of materials ; ſome are brought from the 
foreſt, ſome from the metallic bed, ſome from 
the quarry, Make them one, and they are 

of little uſe.— 80 it js in the human frame, 
If the whole body were an eye, where were 
the hearing ? if the whole were hearing, where 
were the ſmelling ? but now hath God ſet 
the members, every one of them in the body, 
2s it hath pleaſed him.” This, you remem- 
ben is the apoſtle's obſervation in his addreſs 
to the Corinthians; and the inference he 
draws from it is eſſentially to our purpoſe, 


The eye cannot ſay unto the hand, I have 


no need of thee ; nor again, the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you. Therefore there 
ſhould be no ſchiſm in the body ; but the 
members ſhould have the ſame care one for 
another. And whether one member ſuffer, 
all the members ſuffer with it ; or one mem- 
ber be honour d, all the members rejoice with 

it,” 


. 
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it.” {z) Seeing then, the great ruler of the 


\ univerſe expects, that we keep in view this 


divine conſtitution of things, let us, by acts of 
love and liberality, produce from ſuch a ſcheme 
all the bleſſed effects, which it is capable of 
anſwering. 


It has been remarked, by ſome acute ob- 
ſervers of human nature, that our Creator has 
made us much more ſenſible to the miſery, 
than to the happineſs of others. I believe the 
fact in general is incontrovertible. We may 
behold the ſucceſs or proſperity of a fellow- 
creature with complacency ; our congratula- 
tion on account of it may be perfectly fin- 
cere ; but it does not raiſe that emotion in 
the boſom, it does not excite that intereſt in 
the ſenſibilities of the heart, which the ſight 
of a melancholy accident, the hearing of an 
awful bereavement, or the knowledge of any 
ſcene of deep diſtreſs, would occaſion.— This 
is wiſely appointed. For they that are rich, 


healthy, and happy, want the fellowſhip and 


attention 


(®) x Cor. xii. 17, 18, 9 26. 
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attention of others, much leſs than thoſe who 
are poor, diſeaſed, and afflicted. In the latter 
caſe, our aid is neceſſary: therefore the ſym- 
pathy, which prompts us to communicate 
aid, is rendered feelingly alive. Thus, our 
very conſtitution ſhews us our duty. The 
voice of Providence ſounds through all' the 
region of the heart. My brethren, let us 
practically regard the leſſons it would teach 
us. And as we cannot miſunderſtand the 
benevolent purpoſes of the Moral Governor 
of the world, let us eſteem it our higheſt 
glory, to be uſed as inſtruments by him, in 
carrying them into effect. 


Once more, FirTHLY, To aſſiſt the 
children of the poor, is to imitate the example 


of our SAv10UR, and eſſentially to promote the 
generous defigns of his kingdom. 


You have heard, in the former part of this 
diſcourſe, that the Meſſiah is prefigured in 
this pſalm. To him the character is emi- 
nently applicable, he ſhall fave the children 
of the needy.” Accordingly the prophet 

Ifaiah, 


E 
Ifaiah, when delineating the care and conde- 
ſcenſion of Chriſt under the ſimilitude of a 
Shepherd, foretells, he ſhall gather the 


7 2 © 


te lambs with his arm, and carry them in his 
ur boſom.” /a} Perhaps there is not a more 
ie prominent feature, and certainly not a more 
ne amiable one, in the whole of our Lord's cha- , 
= racer upon earth, than his compaſſion to the 
h poor, and his merciful attention to children. 
de When John the Baptiſt ſent two of his Diſ- 
5 ciples, to enquire whether he was THE 


Cur1sT—either with a view of ſatisfying 
their doubts, for John could have none, or 
as an oblique method of reminding him, that 
he thought it hard, that the fore-runner of 
the Meſſiah ſhould be ſuffered to lie in pri- 
ſon, CU —he made this ſpirited and noble 
reply, © go, and tell John thoſe things which 
ye hear and ſee; the blind receive their fight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the 

| deaf 


T >a 


(a) Ifaiah xl. 11. 


% To this latter ſolution of the difficulty I am moſt inclined, on 
account of the words following, which ſeem to contain a ſtigma on the 
impatience of John; . and bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offended 
in me.” Matt, xi. 6, Luke vii. 23. 


( 28 ) 
deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the poor 
have the goſpel preached to them.” This he 
conſidered as a glorious and deciſive proof, 
that he was the true Meſſiah. Neither Pa- 
gan philoſophers, nor Jewiſh rabbies, had 
conſulted the inſtruction of the poor: but the 
Saviour never forgot them ; their improve- 
ment in knowledge, and conſolation in trouble, 
lay near to his heart——Of his attention to 
children, the evangelical hiſtory is full. When 
certain parents brought their children to Jeſus, 
to receive his benediction, and the diſciples 
rebuked thoſe who brought them, as trouble- 
ſome and impertinent, © he was much diſ- 
pleaſed, and faid unto them, ſuffer little child- 
ren to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. Verily J 
ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he ſhall not 
enter therein. And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and bleſſed 
them.” e The ſame delightful temper of 
condeſcenſion and mercy manifeſted itſelf af- 


ter 


| CE) Mark x. 8 


* 1 hed — —_— 


( 29 ) 
ter his reſurrection from the dead: the cold 


grave could not damp or chill it. * Loveſt 


thou me?” faid Chriſt three times to the 
aſhamed and penitent Peter; he faid unto 
him, Vea Lord, thou knoweſt that I love 
thee:” Jeſus replied, © FEED MY LAMBS.{d) 


That is the teſt of thy regard for me: leſs 


than that I will not accept. My brethren, 
do we believe theſe things, and ſtill are any 
of us benumbed with apathy ? Have we no 
feeling ? no gratitude ? no ſenſe of obligation 
to the Son of God ? no emulation to tread in 


his ſteps, who went about doing good conti- 


nually ? no deſire of copying his example, by 
befriending the helpleſs poor, and inſtructing 
their ignorant children ? For them, equally 
with ourſelves, he lived, laboured and died : 
for their ſakes, as well as ours, he viſited this 
fallen world, endured the contradiction of 
ſinners againſt himſelf ; ſuffered the pangs 
of mortality; erected a kingdom of grace, 
and is aſcended to prepare a kingdom of 
glory. Let us then either promote his bene- 

volent 


[#7 | 
volent deſigns, or in juſtice to him renounce 
the name of a Chriſtian : a name which we 
cannot diſparage with impunity. 


When you read the hiſtory of Jeſus com- 
priſed in the goſpels, I doubt not, you are 
often ready to wiſh, that you could perſonally 
have miniſtered to our Lord's neceſſities, or 
by kindneſs have ſoothed the ſeverity of his 
trials. You frequently indulge the reflec- 
tion——had I ſeen him, when wearied with 
journeying, he fat down at a well in Samaria, 
and being athirſt, deſired water to drink; 
had I beheld him at Nazareth, when his 
countrymen thruſt him out of the city, and 
would have caſt him headlong from the brow 
of a hill; had I been witneſs to the ſtrange 
oppoſition of the Samaritans, who refuſed | 
him entrance into a village, or of the Geda- | 
renes, who defired him to depart out of 
their coaſts ; had I ſeen the cowardly beha- 
viour of his own diſciples, when many of 
them went back, and walked no more with 
him ; had I been preſent at Jeruſalem, when 
the Jews repeatedly took up ſtones to deſtroy 

him; 


aww _ wve@. ama JI vD©X@O cm. * 


e 


. 


we 


. A K 8 


| WF 7 
him; had I viewed him in the garden of 
Gethſemane, when in the agony of his ſoul 
his ſweat reſembled drops of blood; above 
all, had I been a ſpectator of his vile impri- 
ſonment, and infamous condemnation—with 
what affection and eagerneſs would I have 
preſſed forward to vindicate his character, to 
ſupply his wants, to open my door to his 
reception, to ſympathize with his ſorrows, 
and to lighten where I could not annihilate 
his burdens, This heart would have com- 
miſcrated—theſe hands would have been ex- 
tended—theſe feet would have been ſwift, to 
ſuccour him ! My friends, theſe are pious and 
grateful ſentiments ; I rejoice you feel them: 
and they are /til/ not in vain; though the 
heavens have received him out of your ſight. 
The poor are always with you: go forth 
among them, and give bread to the hungry, 
and drink to the thirſty ; take in the ſtran- 
ger; clothe the naked; attend the fick ; 
viſit the priſoner : and be aſſured, that you 
have virtually relieved, protected and com- 
forted the Som of God. The day is faſt ap- 
proaching, when, in the preſence of an aſ- 
3 ſembled 
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hold the high honour of co-operating with 


the purpoſes of his kingdom. 


your notice, and recommend to your patro- 


( 38 ). 
ſembled world, this Saviour will pronounce 
his everlaſting remembrance of your work 
of faith, and labor of love.” — IN as Mucn 
AS YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE 
LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, YE HAVE 


DONE IT UNTO ME, 


Thus I have laid before you ſome argu- : 
ments, plain indeed, but I hope not nuga- if | 
tory, to enfotce a cheerful and generous at- if t 
tention to inſtitutions formed for the inſtruc- Ii t 
tion and relief of neceſſitous children. We Ill | 
have pleaded the circumſtances peculiar to f 
their condition, as the children of the needy— ill x 
the benefit we may thus confer on the pub- I © 
lick—the important ſervice we may render oi 
to ourſelves, and to them of our own houſe- 


the benevolent plans of Providence—and the 
duty and joy of imitating our Saviour's exams» 
ple, and accompliſhing, in ſome meaſure, 


Let me now more particularly point out to 
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nage, that uſeful and well condudted inſtita- 


tion, which has brought us together at this 
time. ſe The Proteſtant Difſenting Charity 
School in Spital-Fields, was founded in the 
year 1719, without any diſtinction of par- 
ties, or - ſpirit of bigotry. In 1487, it was 
removed to its preſent ſituation in Wood- 
Street, and then conſiſted of leventy children, 
namely, forty boys, and thirty girls. From 
that time, it has repeatedly made additions 
to the objects of its relief, and in Septembet 
laſt was augmented to the number it now 
ſupports and educates, fifty of each ſex, in 
all on® KUNDRED CHILDREN. The prints: 
ed report informs you, that they are cloathed 
once a year, and have linen, ſhoes, and ſtock- 


C © ings 


(er) As this diſcourſe was lately preached to a congregation of Diſ- 
ſeters at Leiceſter, in behalf of a ſimilar inſtitution, it may poſſibly" 
fl into the hands cf ſome who then heard it. Such will not be ſur; 
Filed at any variations, of a local nature in this part of the ſermon, 
Happy am I to announce the growing proſperity of the ſchools which 
we there ſupported, And I gladly embrace this opportunity of re- 
ming my public thanks to that reſpectable Society, for the many 
Roofs of candeur I have received from them; and till mote, for tha 
wneaous expreſſions of their affeclionate eſteem for an aged and wars: 
n, who has ſuſtained the paſtoral charafter amoug;tham wore, 
ban half a century. 
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ings twice a year : that the boys are tauglit 
reading, writing, and arithmetic; that the 


girls are inſtructed in the two former, toge- 


ther with plain- work; and as they are em- 


ployed upon materials neceſſary for the cloath- 
ing of the ſchool, that very employment tends 
to leſſen the expences of the inſtitution. In 


order that parents may not be too 'much de- 


prived of the aſſiſtance of their children's la- 
bour, the managers very judiciouſly admit 
them between the age of eight and eleven, 
and keep them three years. The total 
number of children hitherto admitted to 
the benefits of this ſchool, amounts to 
TWO THOUSAND AND ming 


Surely, che mere e of theſe parti- 
culars muſt effectually recommend the inſti- 
tuffon to all who are gade acquainted with 


We grant, indeed, that this ſchool, like 
many others, labours under what ſome would 
call, a deficiency. It poſſeſſes no opportu- 
nity of boarding and lodging the children; it 
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edtinbi boaſt an edifice, large and ſtately, fa- 


voured with rich endowmeats; and furniſhed 
with numerous conveniencies, fot the habĩta- 
tion and compleat maintenance of the objects 
which it inſtructs and cloaths. But then, it 
is free from an objection, to which thoſe ex- 
tenfions of charity, however pleaſing and 
noble in themſelves, muſt frequently be oh- 
noxious. When a child: is e many 
years from its parents, and does not in any 
ſenſe owe its bread to their diligente; « or its 
accommodation to their care j when during 
ſickneſs, it is hever nurſed by their tender= 
neſs; or amidſt the errors common to youth; 
is never controuled by their authority it feels 
but little of that obligation and dependance, 
which are the main ſource of filial duty, and 
" important ſpring of domeſtick why 


Let me call upon you, bee ties 
ider the neighbourhood in which this ſchool 
k placed. It is in 4 part of London, where 
manufactories have abounded to a prodigious 
extent, and where vaſt numbers of induſtrious 
poor people have dwelt for ages. Thers- is 

C 2 not 
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13 
not a ſpot in this great metropolis, or its en- 
virons, where Charity-Schools ſeem equally 


neceſſary. Nor will I hide my ſincere re- 
gret, that, of late years, capricious faſhion 
has almoſt totally deſerted the articles of 
trade, which uſed to employ thouſands of 
families in that diſtri ; ſo that Spa- Field; 
now preſents a ſcene of calamity, which can- 


tain. 


And that leads me to urge this act of cha- 
rity, on account of the ſevere neceſſity of the 
gument ſhould have been kept out of ſight. 
« The times” require us to ſet bounds to 
our generoſity, and to give leſs than we for- 
merly did, when peace ſpread/our commerce 
over the globe, and plenty was wafted back 
on every. tide. I muſt allow, this ſcems : 
very ſpecious objection, but it cannot filence 
me. Shew me the Theatre which has been 
ſhut, or the kind of pleaſure which has been 
abandoned, on account of the diſtreſſes of 
war; prove, that luxury has received a fats 


| 
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wound, 
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wound, of that diflipation is forſaken by her 
yotaries : then, and not till then, will I re- 
linquiſh this plea for giving aſſiſtance to the 


poor. The expence of one evening's enter - 
tainment is all the boon I aſk. Alas!" the 


poor are the principal ſufferers, on whom-the 
evils of war devolve. When a diſtinguiſhed 
manufacturer finds his buſineſs checked, and 
his commetcial connexions ſuſpended, what 
is the firſt ſtep he takes? he turns off a mul · 
titude of hands, which in the time of peace 
and proſperity he conſtantly employed, Thus, 
while proviſions are daily growing dearer, 
the hard-working mechanick is deprived in 
a moment of the means of procuring them. 
And thus it ever will be found, that though 
wars originate in the paſſions and ſchemes of 
the great, their ſpeedieſt and weelt miſerics 
ae endured by che poor. | 


6. 


Behold, my fellow Chriſtians, theſe Hund- 
red Children; they are my clients, and their 
appearance will better plead their cauſe, than 
any advocate whatever. Behold them reſ- 


cued from the nakedneſs of rags, and ſrom the 
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wickedneſs of the ſtreets ; behold them, not 
only decently apparel'd, but uſefully and ſuis 
tably taught; their education is neither too 
high, nor too low, it is neither learned not 
ſuperficial, but preciſely adapted to that path 
of life, in which they are to walk hereafter. 
Should Providence ſpare their lives, each of 
theſe young perſons may become the head 
of 2 family; each may be ag the center of 
many circles, more and more dilated and ex- 
panded ; and ſo not only their children, but 
their children's children, ſhall riſe up and call 
you bleſſed. ——*< Tell me not (faid a late ad- 
mirable preacher,*) of a rich and mighty 
Sultan, cloathed in his robes, attended with 
his retinue, waving his ſword oyer half the 
eaſt—I will ſhew you a much nobler. ſpec- 
tacle, a charity-boy going with his bible un- 


der his arm, to a place of Chriſtian worſhip, 


That bible is his directory for both worlds: 
its maximg will teach him prudence ; its pre- 
£epts reſtrain him from vice; its promiſes 
ſupport him in affliction: while he is able — 


* The Reyerend Mr, Robinſon, of Cambridge. 
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ren] that volume, he cannot want a guide 


for time, or © chirter ran 


| What can I fay more? Would you make 
2 number of innocent children happy ? Would 
you encourage modeſty, cheerfulneſs, and in- 
duſtry? Would you qualify youth to gain 
their future maintenance, and not be a bur- 
den to the pariſh ? Would you train up per- 
ſons of both ſexes, in ſuch a manner, that if 
ever they become domeſticks in your family, 
they may never infect, but improve your own 
children ? Would you countenance liberality 
of ſentiment, and ſhew a decided preference 
to thoſe inſtitutions, where bigotry, with its 
four looks and narrow ſtandard, has no ad- 
miſſion ? / Would you imitate the gene- 
tous ſpirit of your fore- fathers, and provide 
for the next age, as they have done for the 
preſent? Would you have a ſhare in that fe- 
licity, ſo pointedly deſcribed by your Saviour, 
it is more bleſſed to give than to receive? 
C4 Would 

2 The children of this ſchool attend, on a Lord's Day, at places 
„ public worſhip, belooging to all the three denominations of 
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Would you emulate the conduct afl happi- 
neſs of the Patriarch, I was a father 10 
the poor, the bleſſing of him that was ready 


to periſh came upon me, and I cauſed / the 
widow's heart to fing for joy ?'— You: have 
an opportunity cf doing all this to day; give, 
as. ye are furniſhed with ability ; give, on 
Chriſtian motives : and your labour in the 
Lord ſhall not be in vain. Now, he that 
miniſtereth ſeed to the ſower, both miniſter 
bread for your food, and multiply your ſeed 
ſown, and increaſe ERP beth 
ones: . 


- Befope I addreſs the children, I ſhall juſt 
obſerve, that there are three deſcriptions of 
perſons, from whom, if preſent, I expe& 
nothing on this occaſion.— Such as may not 
have liſtened, during the progreſs of the diſ- 
courſo; for how can men be influenced by 
eonfideratians which they have not heard? 
Such as are habitual miſers; for it would re- 
quire powers, far beyond any I can exert, to 
ofen che hand which ſettled and determined 
avarice 
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ararice has cloſed. And finally, fach as cans 


not pay to others the debts which juſtice do- 


mands ; for till the claims of juſtice are ſatis» 
fied, almſgiving would not be a duty, but a 
fin. Theſe are the only three PUR 
can ſuppoſe. 


| Abd ow; "97 dear children,” I n 
you a few plain queſtions, and give you a 
little advice, which you may think of, when 
you are by yourſelves. I ſhall not, know- 
ingly, uſe a word which is above your capa- 
city. How came you into this charity. 
ſchool? Was it, becauſe there was not a 
ſufficient number of poor children, out of 
which the managers could make a choice? 
Are not multitudes of your age to be found in 
every ſtreet of this city, who have- ſcarcely 
clothes to cover them, who are ignorant 
becauſe nobody teaches them, who are giv- 
en to lying and ſtealing, becauſe no one 
corrects them, who are wretched, beeauſe 
no one has pity on them? Ars there not 
many fathers and mothers, who are every 
week applying to tho governors of this ſchool, 
3 | and 


 Gnce been ſo proſpered in buſineſs, that they 


6 
and begging that their children may be taken 


in? but they muſt wait, till there ſhall be 
think it a great mercy, that room has been 
Found for v0; Do not abuſe ſuch a favour, 
it is the moſt valuable you can receive. If 
you make a good uſe of what is taught you ; 
#-you get your leſſons with care; if you re- 


member what you learn; if you are humble, 


vou will be fit to be ſervants or apprentices; 
you will be taken into ſober families; you 
will meet with encouragement when out of 
your time; you will have friends to ſmile 


upon you; and though you may never be 
rich, which indeed would be no bleſſing to 


you, you-may be able to live with much cre- 
dit and comfort in the world. I affure you, 
that ſeveral perſons, who when children were 
brought up as you are in this ſchool, have 


have become contributors to the charity. 
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But what is far more important, if you honour 


God, and every day pray to him; if you love 
and imitate Chriſt, who died for your ſouls; 


if 
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f you. practiſe what you are able to read 
and underſtand in the Bible, you will be fit 
for death and eternity ; you will be happy 
and honoured, and bleſſed in heaven, for- 
ever.— Oh, my young friends, conſider that 
three years will ſoon be gone, and that many 
of you have not the half of that time to ſtay 
in the ſchool : often put the queſtion to your- 
ſelves, what will be your own bitter reflec- 
tion, after you have If it, if you have neg- 
lected the great advantages which you here 
enjoy ? How will you condemn yourſelves, if 
you have been idle, inattentive, rude, and 
diſobedient? Let me entreat you to be alwayg 
dutiful to your maſter and miſtreſs ; they take 
great pains with you: behaye to each other 
with kindneſs and brotherly love; guard a- 
gainſt quarrels; never uſe any bad words; 
always tell the truth, and in your ſecret 
prayers, never forget to aſk the bleſſing of 
God on theſe your benefactors, and upon therr 
children, many of whom, I doubt not, ſeeing 
you thus collected together, will feel their 
tender hearts moved, and gladly, on this oc- 
caſion, give ſomething towards your relief. 

Pray 
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Pray particularly for poor children, who are 


leſt in the wide world, without inſtruction, 
without comfort, without decency, without 
a friend, and perhaps without a home. I 
commend you'to the grace of God ; and ſhall 
ſum up every wiſh I could poſſibly form for 


you, in this one—that you may know by ex- 


perjence all the happineſs contained in that 
promiſe of your great and good Maker, 1 
Jove them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek 
des, tr * 


If any of the parents of theſe children are 


now preſent, (and it would be ſtrange, it 


would be ungrateful, if none of them were) 
T muſt freely ſpeak a word to them.— 
Though your children are not immediately 
looking up to you for inſtruction, ſince they 
were admitted into this ſchool, yet it is in 
your power, either to ſecond the means which 
are uſed for their benefit, or to render them 
of little worth. If you take God's name in 
vain ; if you deal in fraud; if you allow falſe- 
hood either in them or yourſelves ; if you 
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which accompany falvation, though I thus 
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profane the f:bbath, and negle®t publick wore 
ſhip ; if you ſuffer your children to fee; you 
intoxicated, or to hear from your lips lan- 
guage unchaſte and licentious—your example 
will probably do more harm, than all. the 
leſſons in this ſchool can do good. You will 
be pulling down, what we are endeavouring 
to build up. Such a conduct would neither 
be thankful, nor juſt ; and a dreadful account 


you would have to render in the laſt day, for 


defeating the purpoſes of this benevolent in- 
ſtitution; for robbing ſociety of what might 
have been uſeful members; and for ruining 
the fouls of your children for ever. But 
I hope better things af you, even things 


ſpeak.” Strive to fulfil your duty to your 
children ; and I hope and pray, that they may 
be ſpared to be your growing comfort, to aſſiſt 
you when the infirmities of age ſhall advance, 
and beyond. the grave to. be ſharers of * 
eternal joy. 


To conclude. Let all thoſe who are Placed 
in lower MII and are not as yet 
| become 
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become heads of families, learn one imports 
ant leſſon from the agreeable appearance of 
theſe children, and from all that has been 
faid to recommend ſuch a charity. Should 
they hereafter be ſettled, and ſuſtain the pa- 
rental relation, it is very natural that they 
ſhould earneſtly wiſh for the kind relief which 
is here afforded ; but they have no reaſon to 
expect the ſmalleſt benefit from theſe inſtitu- 
tions, unleſs they have previouſly eſtabliſhed 
a good character in ſociety. To the charac- 
ter of the parents, the eye of all managers 
is principally directed: and let every man 
remember, that a good character is not formed 
at once. It is not a ſudden defire, or a late 
repentance : but muſt be the reſult of long 
tried fidelity, ſobriety, amiableneſs and reli- 
gion. We none of 'us know, in what fitua- 
tions Providence may fix us; to what diffi- 
culties we may be expoſed; or what degree 
of help we may need: therefore, ſeparate 
from the future rewards of a good and holy 
conduct, we ought to conſider, that it brings 
with it many temporal advantages, which no 
7 thoughtful 
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thoughtful man will deſpiſe. 
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Hg that by 
uprightneſs and religion ſecures his character, 
is in the faireſt way of gaining, either a com- 
petent independency, or a well-timed and 
liberal relief. Godlineſs is profitable unto 
all things, having promiſe of the life which 
now is, as well as of that which is-to 
come.“ 7 7 N 
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